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PRESS STATEMENT

Thae Board of The Roundhcouse has been dismayed by recent malicious
gossip about tho affairs ¢f The Roundhouse, its finances, its future,
and above all, its staff. 'he Coerdinator, Rami Kapo, and lately his
assistant, Annabel Waddin;ham, have been the subjects of much
personal vi.ification snd innuendo. S:me eighteen months ago, the
Loard investigated very fully a .n ber of allugations and counter-
allegations made by previour ..ployc :5 aklout the Coordinator and vice
versa. It came to the conc.usion th .t "i7: does not intend to pursue
further accusations since it believ .d tho causss to be found in tho
structure of the project and hi: :orical factors and nct in the
sctions or non-acticns of 31adivid als”. That statement was made in
t-arch 1587 and 1t is shabby Journalism +to revive old and
unsubstantiated allegations. In particular, “cvexual harassment" has
an ugly ring to it. Since the Board could find no substantistiocn of
any such bchaviour, it is disgraceful to repeat the accusation.

Sinca then, it has been suggested that £100,000 is mysteriously
miss ' ng from Roundhouse funds. The Roundhouse accounts are audited
annually, 1like those of most other organisations. The latest, for
1987/88, show a total income of just over £130,000 so the idea of
threo-gquarters of that sum being adrift is laughable. Indeed, the
Board has no evidence of any money being adrift at all If it had, an
enquiry might well be required. As it is, none is underway and none
will be ordered unless evidence is forthcoming to make it necessary.
Unsubstantiasted reports in newspapers cannot count as evidence.

For example, there have been reports of irregularities in the
financial documentation of a recent employee, Joan Braithwaite. Tha
Board is not inpressed by articles in the Hampstead and Highgate
Exprees ord the Sunday Timee by Ian Birrell. It has an awsgle file of
its own on the subject, which leads it to the conclusicon that there
is no substance in such complaints.

I+ would be more helpful to the future of The Roundhouse if
interested parties would concentrate on the essential problem - how
to find encugh capital to convert Tha Roundhouse into an arts centre
That scheme needs about £1.75 million. The Roundhouse hag been
promised eround £1 million from Central and local government. It
naeds the suprort of the private sector for the rest. Some assessment
cf thae gopportunities and pﬁssibilities\%githat would bt more usaful
than recent scnsationalism, snd less un r and distre 3ing to Raemi
Kapo, who as Coordinator has always promoted the idea ef The
reoundhouso as a much-needed and long-awailted arts . antre for tha
tlack community. Repc of Mr Kapo and Miss Waddingham tendering
their resignations ere b7 th untimely and guite unconnected with the
speculation refexred +tu above. The employment policy of Tho
Rounchouse must be dictated scilely !y the current rte‘e of the
conversion programme. Tie Board invitea the press Lo encourase tast
programma. s
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by lan Birrell

ductions, a theatre company
run by Kapo, instead of

8

worker who left in June.
Kapo and Waddingham
controlled the centre so
tightly, said Braithwaite, that
they feft the country she
and the other worker had
three weeks off on full pay.
She also claimed that she

Sunday Times last week:
15 being said makes the
alarm bells ring loudly,” said

late on Thursday night to per-
susde him to order the in-
Iy on hohiday.

Hughes said the investiga-

“T have been cnitic

arts centre

uon was to be carried out by
the Roundhouse accountants

council would say that
discussions were  place
among the funding bodics on
the project’s future.

This is not the first con-

troversy surrounding
He was mvolved in a l't:ﬁ
year over the dismissal of four
workers from the ]
amid accusations of victimi-
sation, sexual harassment and
mismanagement.

A leaked Arts Council
memo at that time
glrrpw _saying that Kapo

Among them ts Efua
{ri3- - 1

the black arts community did
not know what was going on,
and was losing interest be-
cause it had no input. It needs
commercial backing and firms
will not back it now with s
track record.”

The current crisis contrasts
sharply with the optimism ex-
pressed in April, when Barrow
said contracis were ready (0 go
out 10 tender and that work
should start on site in June.

The funding bodies, which
include the Arts Council,
Greater London Ans and
Camden council, have ar-
a meeting for

_ber 26, when will discuss

recommending the end of the
project 1o & board meeting on
October 3.
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